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Fine Arts

Ennis-born Mick 
O’Dea studied at 
the National Col-
lege of Art and De-

sign, Dublin, the University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
and the Winchester School 
of Art in Barcelona and 
Winchester, where he was 
awarded a Master’s degree 
in European Fine Art. 

He lectured at NCAD for 
16 years, and is a former 
president of the RHA and 
a member of Aosdána. The 
painter and sculptor is con-
sidered a national treasure. 

O’Dea’s current exhibi-
tion What Is The Stars? at 
the Molesworth Gallery 
marks a groundbreaking 
collaboration with the Druid 
Theatre Company, in which 
the artist has sketched and 
painted the actors and crew 
in rehearsal for the O’Casey 
trilogy. 

What is the Stars? runs until 
May 15 at the Molesworth 
Gallery, Dublin. 
See: molesworthgallery.com

How my artistic 
 journey began
School. I blame my edu-
cation, some enlightened 
teachers and the opportu-
nities they gave me from 
junior infants through to 
Leaving Cert. I attended the 
Convent of Mercy, the CBS 
Primary School and Saint 
Flannan’s College, all in En-
nis town. 

Where the title for 
the current show 
came from
It was Joxer who asked: 
“What is the stars? What is 
the stars?” in Sean O’Casey’s 
play Juno and the Paycock, 
1925. 

What I want the au-
dience to feel when 
visiting the exhibi-
tion
I want them to experience 
the process undertaken 
by Druid that brought the 
acclaimed O’Casey trilogy 
to audiences in 2023. I had 
the privilege of being a first-
hand witness to the conflu-
ences that made that magic 
happen. I was delighted and 
excited. If my translation of 
that experience through the 
sumptuous medium of oil 
paint touches even a small 
percentage of the exhibition 

What’s on

Philip Carton
Fine Arts

Sale offers 268 tempting 
lots for occasions ranging 
from engagements and 
birthdays to graduations

Meet the artist:  
Mick O’DeaFeast of beauties at Adam’s 

jewellery and watch sale

Fight moth damage: Expert tips for 
protecting precious rugs and carpets

and mounted in 18K gold (€40,000-
€60,000). 

For when you are feeling under the 
weather, Lot 60 is a gem-set and dia-
mond pill box, set throughout with circu-

lar-cut sapphire and 
rubies and 
brilliant-cut 
diamonds 
( € 1 , 5 0 0 -

€2,000). 
Lot 64 is a superb 

example of Van Cleef & Arpels’ unparal-
leled craftsmanship and playful design. 
The coral, emerald and diamond ring of 
cross-over design, is modelled as two 
stylised ducks with circular-cut emer-
ald eyes and diamond beaks (€5,000-
€6,000).

Lot 70 is a most endearing piece, a 
diamond and gold zodiac pendant by 

Fred, the rectangular plaque depicting the 
Aries zodiac sign, the horn highlighted 
with brilliant-cut diamonds within a 
textured gold frame and bale, mounted 
in 18K gold. Perfect for the assertive Aries 
in your life (€4,200-€4,800). In 1976 the 
jeweller Fred Samuel presented Princess 
Grace of Monaco with a similar zodiac 
necklace (Scorpio) adorned with metic-
ulously paved rubies when she attended 
the grand opening of the Fred boutique 
at the Loews Hotel in Monte Carlo. 

Lot 95 is an eye-catching ruby and di-
amond brooch modelled on a bee. It was 
made by the Milanese jewellery house 
Sabbadini, which has three design prin-
ciples: be unique, elegant and precious, 
and this piece is certainly testament to 
those (€6,000-€7,000). 

Another novelty brooch is Lot 110, a 
gem-set diamond and enamel dragonfly, 

with its wings mounted en tremblant, 
applied with various colours of plique-à-
jour enamel, brilliant-cut diamonds and 
triangular-cut rubies (€4,000-€5,000). 

Lot 129 is a diamond ‘Kelly Chaîne 
Lariat’ necklace by Hermès, which chan-
nels the legendary association the firm 
has with Princess Grace into exquisite 
jewellery.  The elongated cable-link chain 
features a ‘Kelly’ turn clasp pavé-set with 
brilliant-cut diamonds mounted in 18k 
rose gold (€4,500-€5,500). 

We finish the tour with Lot 182, a set 
of square gem-set photo frames. The 
three mini frames, two highlighted with 
carved and cabochon sapphires and one 
with rubies, all are accented with bril-
liant-cut diamonds and estimated at 
€5,500-€6,500. 

See: adams.ie

Mick O’Dea: former 
president of RHA and 
Aosdána member

] Ending May 13: antique & col-
lectible sale including rare Meath 
maps at Usher Auctions, Kells; see: 
usherauctions.ie 
] May 14: Jewellery auction by 
Matthews Auctioneers, Kells; see: 
matthewsauctionrooms.com 
] May 15: The Design Sale by O’Reil-
ly’s, Dublin; see: oreillysfineart.com 
] From May 16: Making Faces | 
Katherine Boucher Beug & Mags 
Geaney at the Lavit Gallery, Cork; 
see: lavitgallery.com 
] Until May 23: Of Night and Light 
and Half Light, works by Richard 
Lawlor, James McCreary and Lars 
Nyberg at So Fine Art Editions, Dub-
lin; see: sofinearteditions.com 
] Until May 25: Pilgrim: new works 
by Tom Climent at the Solomon Gal-
lery, Dublin; see: solomonfineart.ie 
] Until May 26: Finding the Most 
Forgiving Element, a new body 
of works by Helen Hughes at the 
Butler Gallery, Kilkenny; see: butler-
gallery.ie

It is that time of year when pes-
ky clothes moths start appear-
ing. While there is no doubting 
their cousins’ importance as 

nocturnal pollinators, which pro-
vide essential services to crops and 
fruit plants, the damage caused 
to clothing, especially cashmere, 
textiles and cherished rugs, by the 
brown house moth can be dev-
astating. 

There is still time to take preven-
tive measures this moth season, 
however. 

Renowned dealer and specialist 
in fine antique carpets and rugs 
Peter Linden shares some back-
ground and handy tips to reduce 
the risk of moth infestations. 

“In Ireland there are two species 
of moth known to damage nat-
ural fibres: the common clothes 
moth (Tineola bisselliella) and the 
case-bearing moth (Tinea pellio-
nella),” said Linden. 

“In both cases damage is caused 
by the immature larvae rather than 
the adult moths, causing damage 
to woollen clothing, carpets, furs 
and upholstery. 

“The damage is solely caused 
by larvae that hatch from the tiny 
black eggs, normally from late 
April through the month of May 
and even June,” he said. 

“Typically, the females search 
for dark, damp and warm spots, 
not more than four to five inches 
from carpet edges or folded wool-
len clothes. 

“The tiny black eggs are imme-
diately recognisable – they simply 
look like dirt or dust particles – 
but they should be swept or vac-
uumed away immediately before 
they hatch. Once you see a batch 
of newly hatched larvae you need 
to spring into action before real 
damage is done.” 

Linden recommends using moth 
killer strips. You can place these 
under rugs or, if the rugs are rolled 
up, put two to four strips in the roll 
along the edges. 

“If rugs are in storage for a long 
period, you should increase the 
strip numbers and finish by rolling 
them up in good quality plastic. 

“These strips contain an insec-
ticide that kills months on contact 

via inhalation,” he said. 
The eminent rug restorer, Liz 

Mansergh, recommends using 
moth boxes, an essential tool of 
the trade. They work by attracting 
male moths onto a female pher-
omone-impregnated adhesive 
strip. By capturing and trapping 
them the moth’s breeding cycle 
is broken. 

Both Linden and Mansergh 
stress the need for vigilance during 
moth season, pay extra attention to 
your rugs, vacuum clean more of-
ten than normal and give exposed 
rooms and spaces a good blast of 
approved sprays. 

If your much loved rug is dam-
aged by moths don’t give up hope, 
as both Linden and Mansergh are 
on hand to advise on repairs and 
restoration of these heirlooms. 
However, prevention is key. 

See: peterlinden.com

T
he luxury sector is roaring 
if the current share price of 
Hermès is anything to go by. 

It’s up 22 per cent so far 
this year and beat analysts’ 
expectations with 17 per cent 

growth on a like-for-like basis in the first 
three months of the year. Luxury giant 
LVMH, which owns jewellery brands 
such as Bulgari, Chaumet, Fred and Tif-
fany & Co, has seen its share price rise 
by a more modest but still impressive  
9 per cent this year. 

This growth is being fuelled by an ev-
er-increasing demand for beautiful and 
coveted items such as jewellery. These 
pieces traditionally would have been 
bought for milestone occasions but an 
emerging market is buying jewellery for 
their own pleasure. 

So if you fancy some self-gifting, Ad-
am’s Fine Jewellery and Watches sale, 
which takes place on May 14, offers 268 
tempting lots for occasions from engage-
ments and birthdays to graduations or 
just simply because you like it. 

Starting with a gift for him, consid-
er Lot 48, a Van Cleef & Arpels pair of 
sphere-shaped sapphire and diamond 
cufflinks dated to 1960 (€3,500-€4,500). 

The spectacular cover piece, Lot 53, is 
a rare and collectible Serpenti bracelet 
watch by Bulgari. 

Designed as a snake, the piece has 
scales applied 
with aubergine 
brown, black 
and white 
enamel, the 
eyes highlighted 
with pear-shaped di-
amonds, the mouth opening 
to reveal a circular-cut dial with baton 
for indicators. The watch, with a manu-
al wind movement, is signed Vacheron 
Constantin, the bracelet signed Bvlgari 

audience, my job will have 
been successful

. 
Artists who have  
influenced me
The world of Time Life Li-
brary of Art from the 1970s 
was my biggest influence. 
Picasso, Van Gogh, Duchamp 
etc etc. The collection opened 
my eyes to another possibil-
ity, an alternative trajectory 
through life that was avail-
able if one chose to follow 
that route. 

I have a collection of 
Other artists’ work, books, 
toy soldiers. 

An artist whose work 
I would collect if I 
could
Most of the artists I wish to 
collect are within range: I 
admire so many excellent 
contemporary Irish and 
international artists whose 
work is affordable. I have 
acquired some. 

Too many people spend 
their money on making 
their houses look like hotel 
interiors filled with anodyne 
stuff that excludes excellent 
Irish designers, craft workers 
and artists. 

A place that means a 
lot to me
North Mayo 

A place I’d like to 
visit
Everywhere is accessible. Do 
I want to go? 

The best piece of  
advice I ever received 
There are two wolves within 
us, a good one and a bad one 
in constant conflict. Which 
one wins? The one we feed.

Van Cleef & Arpels sapphire and diamond 
cufflinks, €3,500-€4,500

Gem-set and diamond pill box, with estimate 
€1,500-€2,000

Ruby and diamond novelty brooch, by 
Sabbadini, estimate €6,000-€7,000

Collectible coral, emerald and diamond 
ring, by Van Cleef & Arpels, estimate 
€5,000-€6,000

Rare and collectible Serpenti 
bracelet watch, by Bulgari, 
estimate €40,000-€60,000

Gem-set, diamond and enamel brooch, 
estimate €4,000-€5,000

Antique carpet and rug specialist 
Peter Linden
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BIDDING ENDS MONDAY 20TH MAY
Between 6.30pm & 9.55pm

MORGAN O’DRISCOLL
IRISH ART ONLINE AUCTION

ADAM’S

Est.1887

Catalogue now online at www.adams.ie
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Tuesday 21st May 2024 Countrywide Valuation Tour
This May 

Eames Lounge Chair & Ottoman
Eames for ICF. Italy, c.1960
Estimate: € 3,000 - 5,000

Amy McNamara BA MA
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
HEAD OF FINE ART 

Claire-Laurence Mestrallet BA, G.G
DIRECTOR
HEAD OF JEWELLERY & WATCHES DPT

Contact us today to make an appointment:
Tel: 01 676 0261 Email: stephanie@adams.ie

Albert Irvin 
XV
Mixed media on paper
Estimate: € 800 - 1,200

“an irish connection to an international market” 

Fine Jewellery & Watches

26 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2

  21st              22nd          23rd         24th           25th             26th           27th          28th  
 Meath  |  Kilkenny  |  Kerry  |  Cork  |  Limerick  |  Galway  |  Derry  |  Belfast

A Rare Pair of Coral and Diamond ‘Rose de Noel’ 
Earclips, by Van Cleef & Arpels, circa 1975

Estimate: € 20,000-30,000

On View this Weekend
Auction on Tuesday 14th May at 4PM


